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'he had been the Buddha. His brother, Mahendranath Dutta,
recorded how in London, Swamiji used to describe the Jataka
stories with great delight. With a rarely serene mood he
explained, how deep meditation leads one to track back one's
previous births.51 Once, in presence of Mahendranath, Swami
Saradananda and Miss Muller, Swamiji said in an exalted
mood: "In a previous birth, I was born as the Buddha.**53

Swamiji arrived at Bodh-Gaya on the morning of his last
birthday in 1902. Sistei Nivedita described it *as a fit end to
all his wanderings...Bodh-Gaya had also been the first of the

"holy places he had set out to visit (in 1886).... Here, as after-
wards at Benares, the confidence and affection of the orthodox
world were brought to him in such measure that he himself
stood amazed at the extent of his empire in men's heart.'53

"Swamiji used to visit Buddha Gaya temple daily, *ln the
north-western corner of the house, there was an image of

.Buddha from Japan. The expressions on its face and mode of
sitting was much like Swamiji's.54 The orthodox world in

" Varanasi hailed him: "you are a. great soul-like Buddha and
Shankara;"55 "you are Shiva incarnate.*'56 This was the glori-

- ous climax of his life which was terminated within a few months
.after his Varanasi trip in 1902.

- The Buddha's Companions

Sri Ramakrishna used to say  that  when  Incarnations  des-

- cend,  they  bring  down  on the earth some of their associates,
who had appeared with Him on  the  earth   even  earlier.    Did
Yasodhara    re-appear    as    Sister Nivedita    (1867-1911)  and
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